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Founded in 1987. the
Microsoft Art Colltction

came into e~ isttnCt in
Itsponst to e-mplovees·
requests 10flll empty wall
space. The purpose of the
collection WitS then. as it is
now, to «ee re a pO$itlvt
wOIk.ing MYltonment for
employets and an appealing
business setting fOf
customers and Mierosoh
gu~ts.

TheMiaosoh collection
began. as most COfpolatt
coUections~in_ WIth the
PftmGs tNt if the
envlronmMt you work in

( In be I~oved then the
quality of yoor employees'
life and their work will
improve. Companies:
thflff()(t need 10 create and
~intaln

stimulating won:
environments. A ca:3lyst (0

creating that atmosphere is at!

exciting and y,'l'I-planned an
programme. At Microsoft this
programme is roN in its
fourtHl'lth )'tar.
· Uh mOSI thIngs at MS. the
art collection is tangible
evidence of the Company'S
stton9 commitme-nt to pyt
emplayees first. It is one of

the thinqs that mOlivate me
to come 10 WOCl:. The art
collection Is also a source of
pride (and awe) to visitors
that I bri~ to the camplJ1.·
(Grant Duers. General
Ma:\lget)
The Mlcrosoh At! Collection
says much about who we
are, and the environml'fll in
which wewo:k. II also says
a 101about how we would

e the world to vil"'N us.
Yes, we ate a leading
technology company, t»JI~
arealsomore: we are also
an international ctdlural
commlA"lity. a CfOSS -SKbOn
of the wolld made up of
Ihinking. fH ling and
responsible individuals who
Cart .bout the character of
life as well as the quality of
life. Each of us worts on a
rnultitudt of projects and
products in a vahtty of
setDngs and locations. That
etmcspbere and
errvilonment in which we
vroct Is cruclal to the
success of cer endeavors.
· We've got custOMers
coming to vls.1 Microsoft
offices from all O'ler the
world. An intelligent.
sophisticated and in l"lO'Jative
art coUection is important
btaust it isa direct
rept"~n ta6on of our
company and the p!CJP$f
who WOII: here." (Julie
BI.(kwell , Marketing
ManagH)
Over the past fourteen years
the unpcecedentl!d growth
and success of MICrosoft has
seen a ItwformabOn of this
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Northwest·based fIrm into a
wo"h;r....ide olganization with
offices In ~-ery coeunent
and employees from all over
the vlQl1d. Because 01 this
gteal expansion theneeds
and function of thecct­
~ction nave also grown and
multipfied.
Today, as part 01 its mission.
t~ alt colle<tion focuses Of'!

emerging and mid<areer
ertlstsfrom the US and
abroad. The scope of the
ccnectcn shoukl be vie'>"l~d

as explOl'i~ devt lopments
,n coniemporaf)' art from
the early 1980sto the
present. andshould indude
thewidest possiblevariety
of materials and represent
the full range of an being
made around the wortd.
Though the collection began
with a focus on Nolthwe$t
anists suchas Ihe late
Jacob lawrence. ilusltated
here with hisprint Piay
f19991. when the Sealift Aft
Fair came to the NOtttw.-eSI
newer and more inlernatiooal
wor!t.s enteled thecollection.
The collection also includes
127 1 91~·cen tu f)' ukiyo·e
YI'OOd·block. prints. Nati\'e
American mMks. a portiOfl
of ee graffi ti·«weled Bellin
Wall (a gift from Damler·
Benz to 8111 Gates ill 1995)
and some 2.700othel
examples of ta te 20'" century
paintings. SC\lfpture.
photoglltp!ls. dlawingsatld
an array of workson paper.
Add to this sludlo glass and
ceremks wch asAklo
Takamori 'sOld ~man.

2000 and yOU will discovel
the complete stltc tlon of art
at Microsoft.
We have now acquiled
vrorks by artists from
Germany. England. Ireland.
SCollatld. the Nethellands.
Japan. Canada. Argentina.
ISlael. France. Nepal,
Switzetland andof course
Spain. Marcelo Pombo and

David Mach are good
examples of work from
Argentinaand Great Britain
on permanent view on our
Redmond. Washington
campus.
We nave also aCQuire<! mid­
careerartists such as
Nicholas Afrlcano,
Gregory AmenoH aM
Richmond Burton and at
the same timeeme'fging
art ists suchas Gradel.
Sacco. who wil represent
Argentinaal the next Venice
Biennale. and Robert
ZAnd...llet, who will open a
major e:xhibil iOfl of hi$
paintings at the STEOELIlK
MUSEUM in Amsterdam
laler this year.
Another aspect of thean
programme's mission is
underscored by two words:
divt lsilY and innOVlllion.
These 1'110 \I'/O(ds seemvery
muchin line with the
company'svision of itself
and ho\v if projKU its~f

Into Ihe future. In order to
accomplish this task. art faits
like AIICO a~ extJemely
Important for seeing work
and meeting other
collectors. OJrators and the
press. A$a rt!'Sult of what I
have seen hefe. I am 1000Ing
at thewor\(of a young
E.nglish sculptOf and I am
alsocoosidering a painter
living In Mexico City, a
sculptor from Austin Texas. a
young J"pant5e altist who
was living in seeme but is
now back in Tokyo, a young
Brooldynpainter, a Swiss
photographer. an American
painter and plintrnaker wtlo
lives; in Hong Kong. and so
on and so forth.
Collecting isontya portion
of the"'1 programme at
Microsoft. A secood pan 01
the programme takes the
form of a major educational
programme for employees.
Wedo this through the
publication of collection

brochures. artist's talks. and
lectures and panelson
collecting. In March we
hosted a panel called
CoJfec:tinp Prints rodlY. Next
year we will organize panels
on the subject of collecting
painting aoo sculpture.
r ne third element In the alt
programme is our websttes.
A we11·designedand
content·rich Website is
crudal to anycollection
today; it isa very important
feature here. The external
Wcbs.i te is thepUbIM: face
we j:l(esent to the business

world and the art world. We
also maintam an inlern,,'
Website ex<luslve(y foc use
by P\ikrosoft employeeswith
information about evens on
c:ampus. " rtists in tile (01·
leetion. essays 00 wor\(s in
thecollection anda database.
For Ihc immediate future. we
are currently planrW!g for the
company's 3d" anrWeorsary.
Thiswill bea Iravelling
exhibition atld will be
accompanied by a calalogue.
Andwe are busy with new
acquisitionsandprog(ammes
for 2001and 2002.
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